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Abstract

This study contributes to international research on the identity of a significant diasporic religious minority, the Sikhs.

My study investigates the transmission of Sikhism among an under-researched age group, young adults between the ages of 18 and 30, and develops a theoretical framework for analysing the production and reproduction of religion in a British diasporic community.  It examines the reasons and processes behind the growth of religious transmission events organized by and for young Sikhs - such as youth camps and university Sikh societies - and considers these in the context of both traditional and new transmission methods, looking particularly at the role of religious institutions and the internet.
The age group being studied is that of 'emerging adulthood', a phase of life which has emerged in modern industrial societies in the years between adolescence and marriage, during which many young Sikhs now have the time and space to examine their tradition on their own terms.  As most studies of religious transmission have focused on members of western majority communities, the central question of this study is how transmission processes impact on young British-born members of a diasporic community, particularly one with such an often distinct external identity.  To what extent are they influenced by migration, ethnicity and minority status?  And, situated as they are in western modernity, how far do British Sikh emerging adults experience a ‘turn to the self’ and manage individual authority whilst also sustaining religious community?
Impact & Engagement

This is a collaborative doctoral project funded by the AHRC/ESRC ‘Religion and Society’ programme with BECAS, the Bradford Educational and Cultural Association of Sikhs.  Being part of a large research programme has enabled me to engage with other scholars working on young people and religion, and to present my work at national and international academic conferences.  I have quickly become an expert in the field, contributing expertise to a number of research projects and becoming a member of the advisory board for a project on Religion, Youth and Sexuality.

I have recently published in the Journal of Contemporary Religion and in Religion and Youth (Collins-Mayo et al, 2010), and have presented at events for senior managers in universities as part of the 'religious literacy leadership in higher education' programme.  The collaboration with BECAS also means that my work has significant exposure in the British Sikh community, and has been widely welcomed.

As Sikhs rarely constitute large numbers in national surveys, I have developed an online survey tool advertised through my project website (www.leeds.ac.uk/sikhs) which has elicited over 600 responses.  Survey feedback has been overwhelmingly positive, with comments such as “Finally, someone has created a survey for modern Sikhs. I thank the University of Leeds.”  Use of this survey tool has been requested by academics working on Sikhs in other European countries, and I have been invited by a Canadian research team (SSHRC ‘Religion and Diversity’ Programme) to train other researchers using e-surveys.

Researching British Sikhs at a respected academic institution has also meant that I have become a public figure for the British Sikh community, appearing on mainstream media including BBC Radio 2’s ‘Pause for Thought’ and BBC Radio 4’s ‘Sunday’ programme and ‘Beyond Belief’ and the Sikh media (Panjab Radio, the Sikh Channel).  In addition to my doctoral work I am also mentoring an undergraduate student in research methods.
